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" But it may appear to us as an imperious duty to recog-
nize, IN THE NAME OF RELIGION, the dissolution of Jewish
marriages, which, according to the Rabbinical Code, is effected,
without a judicial process, by the parties themselves, under the
supervision and direction of an expert scholar (chacham), as
an act exclusively belonging to the function of the judicial
authorities of the State, and to declare the so-called ritual
Get, in all cases, as of no effect.

ki It is different, however, with the GROUNDS OF DIVORCE. On
this point Judaism must reserve to itself the examination of
the provisions of the State laws. Before the forum of the
law of God, which regards husband and wife as one person,
divorce can be justified only on the grounds of an actual dis-
turbance of the moral basis of conjugal life, as, for instance,
by conjugal infidelity, criminal abandonment of home, and
Ihe like, whether on the part of the husband or the wife.
As, according to our religious views, some of the provisions
of the Rabbinical Code must be rejected, for instance, those
which regard childlessness or certain loathsome diseases, or
>even the engagement in a disgusting trade, as sufficient
grounds for divorce * * * * ; so the State law may
sometimes decree the divorce on grounds which are insuffi-
cient to religion, and the latter may be forced to record its
veto against the dissolution of the holy covenant. In ques-
tions involving one of the most important institutions, relig-
ion must not unconditionally and blindly submit to the
State law, and would, in refusing its sanction, when requested
to remarry people thus divorced, only protect its good right
without trespassing upon the sphere of the State. Such a
conflict were, of course, to be regretted; but it must not be
forgotten that its anticipation will in many cases prevent the
<lesire for obtaining a judicial divorce. * * * *

u It may, however, be appropriate for the rabbi, in such
cases, after a close examination of the contents of the judicial
document of divorce, and after having approved of the causes
as religiously sufficient, to certify to the fact, with the concur-
sence of some of his colleagues." (l)

<i) Protokolle, p. 56-58.